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1. 476280 Sapper Jonathan Leslie Ashton Royal Engineers (T). In 1911 Leslie
and brother Charles and four of their brothers and sisters were all living on the
Hills with father George (a stonemason) and mother Eliza Ann. At that time
Leslie was working as a labourer for the Derwent Water Board. Leslie’s role
as the secretary of the Old Bradwell Brass Band before the war is described
in After Seth p159. After the war Leslie established himself as a builder and it
was said that in his building ‘He would make a cathedral of a closet’. He
married Louisa Miller in 1934 and then for second time in 1955 to Hilda
Morton (née Darneley) and he died in 1962 by then living at Ryecroft at the
end of Bessie Lane on the Hills.
2. 180929 Sapper Allen Bradwell Royal Engineers (Railway Division). Allen
Bradwell was born 1885 to John and Nancy and was living with his mother in
Water Lane in 1901, his father having died in 1896. He married Ethel Priestley
of Ashopton in 1909 and by 1911 his address is given as Station Road (later
Netherside) Bradwell and his occupation was school attendance officer. His
army career began in 1916 and the record shows that he spent two periods in
hospital, the second on Malta, suffering from malaria. After the war he
returned to Bradwell but was living in Hope when he died in 1956.
3. 89353 Private John Thomas Bradwell 4th Battalion Notts & Derby (Sherwood
Foresters) Regiment. John Bradwell was born in Whaley Bridge in 1888 to
William and Mary Bradwell. In 1912 he married Violet Ward and they lived in
Peak Dale where he was employed as a limestone quarry man. By this time
father William was living at Coplar Knowle on Smalldale. John enlisted in
1915 but was not posted abroad until 1917. He was killed in action on 19 th
March 1918 and is commemorated in the Favreuil British Cemetery in the
Pas-de-Calais Department of France.
4. 140559 Gunner Ernest Chapman Royal Field Artillery. Born in 1897 Ernest
was working on his father Alwyn’s farm at Brough Lea in 1911. He enlisted in
December 1915. He was posted to the 4th Army School of Mortars in 1917
and later to the 157th Brigade of the RFA. He left the Army in April 1919.
5. Private John Fletcher Notts & Derby (Sherwood Foresters) Regiment. In the
1911 census 15 year old John was living with his father John and mother
Annie. He was the brother of Cheet Fletcher mentioned previously and his
occupation was given as apprentice joiner.

